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EREWASH INDOOR BOWLING CENTRE 

BOWLING SECTION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Minutes 

Wednesday 15th September 2021 

Item Agenda Actions 

1 Chairman’s welcome and Introduction 
To the members of Erewash Indoor Bowls Centre, Maureen Slack (MS) on behalf of Paul 
Clewett (PC) welcomed those present to this year’s AGM of the Erewash Indoor Bowling 
Centre. I would like to thank all the Committee members, club members who have 
supported the centre during these unprecedented times. I would also like to give a huge 
thank you to the management of the club and the staff who have ensured that the centre 
has been able to remain a going concern under very difficult financial pressures during 
this pandemic and the difficult circumstances imposed by the COVID 19 restrictions 
which have affected us all. 

 

2 Minutes Silence 
A minute’s silence was held to remember members who had passed away during the 
last 24 months. 

 

3 Apologies for Absence: C Chisholm, Annette & Chris Poole, G Beilby, Annette & Chris 
Poole, Alan & Julie Mathews, Philip Young, Trev Smith, Sue Jordan-Smith, Pauline& 
Stuart Rowe, Judy & Paul Fowler, Ray & Meg Cowell, G&B Monk, Brian & Joyce stokes, 
Barry North, Kev May, Gordon Pearson, Greta Stevenson and Paul Clewett.  

 

4 Minutes of AGM 2019  
Minutes of last year’s meeting were agreed and accepted as a true record. 
Proposed:     C McClorry             Seconded:  R Dakin 

 

5 Officers Reports 
Bowls Committee Chairman’s Report: 
PC asked for the following to read out in his absence: 
I am saddened that I have decided not to attend this AGM because of the current 
situation in this area with Covid 19 coupled with my going on holiday on Saturday which 
I must not jeopardise; it has only been booked since last March. I wish to offer Audrey 
the support she may need as our new President and trust that the club will support her 
as you did me. My thanks go to all the members who played our friendly matches and 
sundry bowls drives etc, before lockdown stopped us in our tracks. I wish everyone an 
enjoyable winter bowling season which it is hoped will not be too disrupted by Covid 19. 
My eyesight is now affected by Macular Degeneration, but I will continue to bowl whilst 
I can although I am no longer able to support through the Committee or as President. 
MS then went on to present the Chairman’s report: 
As you all know; this has been a most disastrous year for indoor bowls. Up until the 
middle of March things were fairly normal until the lockdown was brought in. This 
completely devastated any further winter bowling and no further play was possible. 
Thanks to Harry Bowles and John Arnett we were able to declare some calculated final 
league results for the 2019-2020 season which enabled us to progress the promotion and 
relegation situation for 2020-2021 season but as yet very little play in the leagues has 
been possible, despite Herculean efforts by John and his staff with help from Ray Cowell. 
The Summer season again was decimated with no league or competition play being 
possible. At the time of writing this report we are receiving some promising daily updates 
on vaccines but until these are fully approved and well utilized, I fear there will be no 
more indoor bowling. Financially the club is battling to stay afloat and I hope all members 
will do their bit towards helping the club to look forward to a successful re-opening when 
possible.  Roy Travers resigned as Chairman to the Bowls Committee on 4th May 2021 
due to a recent health event. The Committee thank him for all of his hard work and 
commitment to the club and wish him well for the future. 
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Post Script to Report from The Deputy Chairman: Subsequent to the above report 
Lockdown has eased then ceased allowing sport to resume. It is a compliment to the club 
management and summer players that the leagues successfully resumed this summer. It 
is to be hoped that this sprit will prevail for the future allowing the return to what we call 
normality. Whilst membership is down since the pandemic, new members are being 
attracted giving hope rather than negativity for our future. 
I am standing down due to problems from macular degeneration, but intend to continue 
bowling as long as I am not embarrassing my team mates, this will of course give hope to 
my opponents.  I wish to thank the members and staff for the goodwill and support over 
the years that I have encountered since becoming President and Deputy Chairman. 
Paul Clewett 
President: 
MS presented the Presidents report: 
The current pandemic has delayed this report. It also prevents our social bowls until the 
situation changes and it is safe to restart socialising. 
However, I still wish to thank the members who supported the club fixtures and events 
before lockdown last March.  The club played most of the prearranged matches, but a 
few of our opponents were not able to field teams and had to cancel matches.  We at 
times were a little close to not finding enough players, but no matches were cancelled 
because we could not field a team.  The past season saw many successes, the odd draw 
and some losses, but overall, we acquitted ourselves well, enjoyed the occasions and 
socialising with our opposition and amongst ourselves. 
These friendly matches remain both popular and competitive. The members appreciated 
the efforts of the club and its management to arrange the fixtures for their pleasure. 
I must thank the management and staff for their help throughout the year until lockdown 
intervened.   
The club management is now working hard to allow the limited bowling that the 
Government and the Indoor Bowling Association permit. We must be very grateful and 
support them in these difficult times and I would ask all members to be aware of the 
conditions with which we have to comply and not jeopardize the pleasure of others by 
not following the guidance. 
The current pandemic has delayed this report. It also prevents our social bowls until the 
situation changes and it is safe to restart socialising. 
However, I still wish to thank the members who supported the club fixtures and events 
before lockdown last March.  The club played most of the prearranged matches, but a 
few of our opponents were not able to field teams and had to cancel matches.  We at 
times were a little close to not finding enough players, but no matches were cancelled 
because we could not field a team.  The past season saw many successes, the odd draw 
and some losses, but overall, we acquitted ourselves well, enjoyed the occasions and 
socialising with our opposition and amongst ourselves. 
These friendly matches remain both popular and competitive. The members appreciated 
the efforts of the club and its management to arrange the fixtures for their pleasure. 
I must thank the management and staff for their help throughout the year until lockdown 
intervened.  
Sadly, at present there is nothing requiring a Presidential role and I remain as President 
until the next AGM when Audrey Porter is scheduled to take the position. By then my 
year in office will have lasted 18 months or even more! I wish Audrey well and confirm 
that I will support and help her if needed. It would be good for the club for members to 
offer their services as to Vice President and Junior Vice President to ensure continuity 
and training to fulfil these functions. 
I have enjoyed my second term in office and the interactions and banter with both the 
members and opposition that ensued.   
Once again, many thanks to you all. 
Paul Clewett 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL 
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League Secretary:  Rachel expressed thanks to all the league secretaries for all their 
support and hard work throughout this difficult season and hoped this would continue 
into next season. However, with the outbreak of Covid 19 and the club closing for the 
foreseeable future then the league programs were abandoned with a lot of outstanding 
matches. It looked like there would be no winner’s or runner’s up for the 19/20 season. 
However, thanks to an idea from Harry Bowles he was able to come up with a formula 
for the outstanding matches and with a lot of hard works by Harry, the league tables 
were completed. Thank you, Harry it was much appreciated by the committee and club. 
There have been a few minor issues during the season which have been resolved. 
Therefore, I would remind the league secretaries that they need to be familiar with the 
rules, check the cards to ensure they are correct and ensure teams are not playing illegal 
or unregistered players and any outstanding matches are rearranged as soon as possible.  
Post script note to report: I would like to add to the report saying last winter season was 
a washout due to COVID 19, hopefully with the vaccine’s, this winter season will be better 
but we could do with some new teams to keep the leagues viable, especially Friday 
afternoon. 
Rachel Dakin 
Junior Section:     

When the 2018/19 season ended, I knew that several of our juniors would not be 
returning for the new season in September. This would leave the junior section with only 
5 or 6 players. 
To this end during the summer, I carried out a lot of advertising on social media, Facebook 
and all the local Spotted websites. I must admit the response was disappointing.  
So, I approached the first junior’s session with some concern about the numbers that 
would attend. On the day the six I expected to be there from the previous season arrived. 
Then two newcomers came in, then another two, then one until we had eight new 
starters. As the season progress, we have lost three new ones and one of our older 
juniors. So, numbers wise we are not doing too badly. 
Sadly, due to the lack of playing experience of most of our players we didn't do too well 
in the county league or knockout cup which we could not complete due to lockdown. 
However, we did manage to fulfil all of our club competitions which threw up several 
surprising results. Congratulations to all the winners. 
I was disappointed that the Senior/Junior Day had to be cancelled but better safe than 
sorry. I will move the raffle money to the next time it can be held. 
Due to social distancing and other concerns with Coronavirus none of us know how 
2020/21 season will be affected so we just have to hope things can get back to normal 
sooner rather than later. The Junior’s Saturday mornings will start on the 2nd October 
2021 and if you know of any young people who would like to learn to bowl then please 
encourage them to come along and give it a go, So, stay safe and well. 
Peter Clark 
Competition Secretary: Michael Beighton (MB)would like to thank all those who entered 
the competitions and congratulations to all those who got through to the semi-finals and 
finals. These players receive my special thanks for agreeing to play the competitions to a 
finish by the end of September in the midst of the Covid 19 conditions. Unfortunately, 
the mixed fours, men’s fours and the club knockout finals could not be played due to the 
rule of 6 being enforced, hopefully these can be played later in the season. Competitions 
for season 2020/2021 are at the moment are yet to be arranged due to the Covid 19 
situation, but hopefully it can be resolved. My thanks go to John Arnett and his staff for 
their co-operation in the sorting the finals and allowing some to be played at weekends. 
MB reported that the 4 outstanding competitions should be completed by the end of 
October. Presentation evening as yet a date is to be agreed and the Trophies have gone 
to be engraved. This year’s competition forms are now available and are located at the 
end of the bar.  
Michael Beighton. 
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CHAIRMAN BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT – Year End Report 
In Ray Cowell absence Norma Hazzledine (NH) presented the report: 
The new season started well during the months of June through to end August; we saw 

a steady use of the Centre if not spectacular. We were aware that a number of League 

teams would not be renewing, but the biggest blow was the loss of two teams from the 

Thursday evening league (our biggest income earner). We managed to offset some of 

this loss by the existing teams playing extra games. Our casual sessions continue to be 

well supported and generally the Centre continues to be well used. 

The year progressed well and through good housekeeping and minimal maintenance 

costs we were once again on target to make a surplus. All looked to be going well as we 

approached the end of the season, but then the Pandemic struck and we were forced to 

close the Centre.  

We were fortunate enough to receive the Government Small Business grant of £25000 

and immediately furloughed our staff. This as you will see when viewing the accounts 

gives a very Rosie Picture of the position at the current time. However, our real 

challenges lie ahead in the new season; how soon can we open again? Will our members 

be confident to return to play in the leagues? What will our financial position be as we 

head towards 2021 and beyond?  

At the time of writing all of these questions remain unanswered and we are working on 

your behalf to ensure a satisfactory outcome. We do not need to panic, but there will be 

some changes that have to be made in order for us to adapt to any new guidelines that 

may be forthcoming.  

My report would not be complete without a mention of the great fundraising work 

carried out during the year and donations made by several members past and present. 

Special thanks must also go to all the members who have helped with fundraising 

activities and gone the extra mile to support us. 

Finally, my thanks must go to John and his team for their sterling work in making the 

center the unique facility it has become and to the Trustees and Bowls Committee for 

the work they do on your behalf. 

POST SCRIPT NOTE TO REPORT:  
At the beginning of the year, we were unable to open the Centre until Lockdown eased 
in mid-August. John Arnett immediately set about contacting team captains to see if their 
teams would be playing in the winter league program. We were able to run most leagues 
but only as a triples format. 
The year progressed until early November when once again we were forced to close for 

the rest of the financial year. 

We have been fortunate enough to receive the Government Small Business grants 

amounting to a total of approximately £25000 and a further £5000 from sport England 

in this financial year. Hiscox our insurers have agreed a one-off payment of £25000 for 

business interruption insurance cover held by us during the Pandemic. Staff have been 

furloughed and so wage costs have been reduced. There have been a number of repairs 

carried out during the closed season these included upgraded fire alarm system and 

emergency lighting, heating system pump replacement and many smaller repairs. 

On reading the accounts you will observe the position looks stable once again, but 

consideration must be given to the fact we have had very little income from our bowling 

rinks. Our main income stream this year apart from grants has been through 

subscriptions and for these we cannot thank our members enough. Without these 

subscriptions we would certainly have seen a deficit. The result of our successful 
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application for gift aid has boosted these subscriptions by a further 25percent making a 

real difference to our financial position. 

At the time of writing, we await to see how many people will return to Bowls during the 

winter months and will we be able to return to our usual format of fours thus increasing 

the possibility of a greater income. 

My report would not be complete without a mention of the great fundraising work 

carried out during the year and donations made by several members past and present.  

Finally, my thanks must go to John and his team for their sterling work in making the 

center the unique facility it has become and to the Trustees and Bowls Committee for 

the work they do on your behalf. 

Ray Cowell  

Chairman Board of Trustees. 

NH remined members present of completing the Gift Aid forms available from the bar 

for those members that pay tax as this enables the club to claim back 25% against your 

membership fee, if you have not filled one in before and have paid tax for the last 4-5 

years and have been a member the club can claim retrospectively. If you are unsure then 

please speak to John Arnett who will be able to advise. 

6 Notice of Motions Received: 
None 

 
 

7 Election of Officers and Committee 
 

Position Nominee Proposer Seconder 

Chairman Maureen Slack  APPOINTMENT FROM COMMITTEE 

Secretary Lynne Fryatt R Dakin M Beighton 

President Audrey Porter APPOINTMENT FROM COMMITTEE 

Senior V President Vacancy   

Junior V President Vacancy   

Fixtures Secretary John Arnett AUTOMATIC APPOINTMENT 

League Secretary Rachel Dakin M Slack P Clark 
Competition Secretary Mick Beighton A Porter R Dakin 

Junior Rep Peter Clark M Beighton G Stevenson 

Committee Madeline Hawkins R Dakin L Fryatt 

Committee Alan Hudson R Dakin Ann Hewitt 

Committee Vacancy   

Committee Vacancy   

 
Everyone above elected.  
LF asked for anyone interested in the remaining vacancies to please contact any of the 
Committee members as these positions needed to be filled and we do need to identify 
a new President for next year. 
 
MS asked members to note: 
The 100 Club – subs were due, you can leave your money in an envelope with your 
name on it in a box behind the bar. It is £12 for the year for one number. 
Restaurant: this is now open and is being run by Caroline so please support when you 
are attending the club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All 
 
 
 
 

All 
 

All 

 The meeting closed at 19.55  


